Jane Burstain, Senior Policy analyst at the Center for Public Policy Priorities, a non-profit public policy think tank based here in Texas.  
Here to talk to you about the budget for child protective services.  I’m more than willing to tell Senator Whitmire that, with this budget, DFPS can’t do its job in preserving families and protecting children.  

And with the cuts in this budget, you’ll end up spending more than you save.

The details are in my written testimony but let me give you a big picture view of what this budget does.

You’ve cut family services which will funnel kids who could’ve stayed safe in their own homes or with relatives into foster care.  Then, you’ve trapped them there, cutting off support for adoption which is their main means of escape.  As if that isn’t bad enough, you’ve then cut foster care rates so the homes that you’ve forced them into will be substandard or won’t even be there at all, leaving some kids to sleep in their caseworker’s office, assuming that the caseworker wasn’t one of the 112 DFPS had to cut.     
Now let’s talk money.  

With this budget you’re saying you’d rather spend $9,000 a year to keep a kid in foster care instead of spending $1,000 to keep that kid safe in their own home or $3,000 to keep them safe with a relative.  And once these kids are in foster care, you’d rather spend $9,000 a year to keep them there, instead of spending $3,000 a year to get them into an adoptive home.  And you’re also saying it’s OK for Texas to lose millions of dollars in adoption incentive payments from the federal government.  
And this is not a choice between pay me now or pay me more later.  You will be paying for these kids in 2012-13, the only choice is how much and what you get for what you spend.
It’s time to do what’s right, both for Texas’ kids and for it’s bottom line.

You’ve got to fund services to keep kids safe in their own homes or with relatives and enough caseworkers to make sure they stay that way.

For some kids, foster care will be the only choice.  For these kids, you’ve got to give the foster families the money they need so kids get the care they deserve.  And you have to give these kids a way out by funding adoption subsidies.

Finally, if you want to hopefully avoid these problems altogether, you’ve got to fund child abuse and neglect prevention.  
The only way to do this is to take a balanced approach to balancing the budget, putting all available options on the table.  You could fully fund child protective services, including covering caseload growth by spending just 3 cents of every dollar in the rainy day fund.
